
Aprofoundlydeaf teenager from London
has recently been voted winner of the
Enterprising Young Brits: People’s Choice
Award, at a ceremony honouring the out-
standing contributions of young people.

With support from his family, Dean
Rhodes-Brandon has changed attitudes
within the UK film industry, persuading
them to make the cinema accessible for
peoplewith sensory impairments. There
are now about 500 subtitled shows every
week and thousands more with an audio-
description feature in over 300 cinemas
nationwide. Dean’s dedication and per-
sistence has helped five million people,
with hearing or visual impairments, get
the most from their visit to the cinema.
Since its creationeight years ago, his non-
profit website Your Local Cinema, which
promotes and provides listings of all the
accessible shows available, has become
a phenomenal success. 
Back in 2000, when his campaign first

began, Dean instigated an online petition
and researched a solution to realise his
dream. He launched his website and be-
gan investigating a new digital subtitle
system. Such an approach would allow

a deaf person the pleasure of watching
the latest blockbuster and cost around
£5,500 to implement – far less than a
popular film’s average weekend takings.
Impressed with his work, the UK Film

Council recruited Your Local Cinema to
become a marketing arm for accessible
cinema access, responsible for getting
more people through the doors of their
subtitled shows. 

With so much already achieved, what is
next for Your Local Cinema? “Our biggest
challenge and goal is to invent subtitle
spectacles,” says Dean. “They would be
like 3-D specs but rather than provide a
3-D effect, they would provide subtitles,
which only the wearer could see. This
would then enable a person with hearing
problems to attend a much bigger choice
of subtitled shows.”
Contact: www.yourlocalcinema.com 
Photo: © Dean Rhodes-Brandon

Climate Change Champions
Leaf Up Local Landscape

by Joanna Wong

While athletes from around the world
prepared for the 2008 Beijing Olympics,
student volunteers from 32 Chinese uni-
versities set off on a nation-wide march
for the environment.
Now in its third year, the Green Long

March crosses ten distinct ecosystems,
from the ancient Yellow River basin, to
the grasslands of innerMongolia and into
the quake-affected regions of Sichuan. It

is considered to be the country’s largest
youth conservation movement. “I am a
part of the programme because we need
to spread the message of environmental
protection to everyone across China –
to people in small villages, to people in
big cities,” said 21-year old law student
volunteer, Connie Hu.
Connie first got involvedwith environ-

mental work through her community’s
cleanup efforts of the Yellow River, one
of China’s most polluted waterways. As

a youth leader on the Gold Coast route
of theMarch, she also led campaigns and
researched conservation success stories,
including new developments in ‘vertical
greening,’ for natural air conditioning.
“Many people and businesses don’t even
realise they have a duty to protect the
environment or they don’t know where
to start,” explainsConnie. “So the Green
Long March volunteers can be models
and advocate practical green ideas. We
don’t just talk – we act.”

Organised byBeijingForestryUniversity
andFuture Generations/China, the Green
Long March is a direct reference to the
legendary Long March – the Red Army’s
gruelling trek across China in the 1930’s
to win the Chinese Revolution.
“Youngpeople are the vehicle for con-

structing an ecological civilisation. It is
they who will build a greener future for
China,” explains Yu Jishun of the Beijing
Forestry University Youth League.
Meanwhile, Connie Hu is optimistic

aboutChina’s future.“Environmentalism
is just a process of problem solving,” she

says. “When we suffer from a problem,
we gain something. I’m sure that young
people really know in their hearts how
important the environment is for us.”

Contact: www.fgchina.org
and www.greenlongmarch.org

Left: the Green Long March treks across 
the Taklamakan Desert in Xinjiang 
Below: conservation awareness 
campaigns were organised en route
Photos: © FutureGenerations/China
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Disneynature, an offshoot of the Walt
Disney Company, recently pledged to
plant a tree for every single ticket sold
during the opening week of their new
film Earth.Thepicture was released on
Earth Day, 22nd April, with more than
500,000 cinema tickets being bought
in advance.
The trees will be planted in Brazil’s

Mata Atlântica  – the Atlantic forest –
which conservationists have identified
as the most endangered rainforest in
the world and a critical area in regard
to biodiversity loss. 
Earth follows the remarkable story

of three very different animal families
– Polar  Bears,African Elephants and
HumpbackWhales, as they make their
amazing journeys across the planet.
The film captures their most intimate
moments, combining rare action with
spectacular scenery – perfect for the
big screen. 

Above: each Spring, the Polar Bears
emerge from their snowy dens in
search of food. Photo: © Disneynature
Contact: disney.go.com/earth

Disney Film is
Just the Ticket

Young Brit Dean Brings
Cinema to its Senses

An initiative to teach pupils about the
important role that trees play within the
environment, has seen 14 schools from
Stoke-on-Trent give their local landscape
a green makeover. Teaming up with the
UKForestryCommission and theCounty
Council, students planted 500 trees to
offset an estimated 3.5 million tonnes of
carbon that was created during a recent
climate change conference. 
“The Stoke tree planting scheme is a

great way for youngsters to get hands-on
learning experience of how to look after
their natural environment,” says Simon
West, from the Forestry Commission in
the West Midlands. “The scheme is also
helping to make the area a greener,more
environmentally-friendly place to live and
work in, both now and in the future.”
One of the schools that took part was

BurnwoodCommunity School. They be-
cameClimate Change Champions after
winning the ‘Forest Schools’ challenge.

Subsequently, they were awarded over
£5,000 to help with the development of
an outdoor classroom, on land owned by
Staffordshire County Council.
A tree nursery, planted at the primary

school, involves the local community in
its upkeep to discourage any vandalism.
“Having planted the trees themselves,
with the help of some parents, our pupils
feel a sense of ownership andpride,” says
teacher Mandy Cheek. “The educational
and spiritual value of the programme is
invaluable. We have a ‘nurture group’,
due to the large number of emotionally
challenged children in our school. The
growing and nurturing of this new life is
simply the best therapy available. It’s a
terrific resource on the doorstep that can
be accessed as often as required.”
Contact: www.forestry.gov.uk/westmidlands
Photo: © Burnwood Community School /
Stoke on Trent City Council

Chinese StudentsMarch to Build a GreenerWorld


